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The Family’sHome Safety Action Plan

ACTION #1
Makethefirst Saturday of eachmonth“SmokeAlarmSaturday”!
Aworking smokealarmwillclueyouinthat thereis afireandyouneedtoescape. 

Firemoves fast.Youandyour familycouldhave onlyminutes togetout safelyonce 

thesmokealarmsounds.

• Smoke alarms should beinstalledinevery sleeping room,outsideeach 
sleepingarea,andoneverylevelofthehome,including thebasement.

• Testallofyour smokealarmsbypushing thetestbutton.If it makesa 

loudbeep, beep, beep sound,you know it’sworking.Ifthere is nosound 

or thesound is low,it’s timetoreplacethebattery.

Ifthesmokealarmis olderthan10yearsold,youneedtoreplacethe 
wholeunit.

• Ifyour smokealarmmakes a“chirp,”thatmeans it needs anew battery. 

Changethebattery rightaway.

• Makesureeveryoneinthehomeknowsthesoundofthealarmandwhat 

todo when it sounds.(See ACTION #2.)

ACTION #2
Developahomefireescapeplanandpractice itat least twiceayear!
Havingahomefire escapeplanwillmakesureeveryoneknowswhattodowhenthesmokealarmsounds 

so theycangetout safely.

• Drawamapofyourhome,marking twoways outofeachroom,includingwindowsanddoors.
• Children,olderadults,andpeoplewithdisabilitiesmayneed assistancetowakeupandgetout. 

Makesuretheyarepartoftheplan.

• Makesureall escaperoutes are clearandthatdoors andwindowsopeneasily.
• Pick an outsidemeetingplace(somethingpermanent likeaneighbor’s house,a lightpost, 

mailbox, or stopsign)thatisasafedistanceinfrontofyourhomewhereeveryonecanmeet.

• Everyoneinthehomeshould knowthefiredepartment’s emergencynumberandhow to calloncethey 

are safelyoutside.

• Practice! Practice! Practice!Practice dayandnighttime home 

firedrills.Shareyour homeescape plans withovernightguests.

REMEMBER:
WhenYouHearaBeep,Get OnYourFeet!

Getoutandstayout.Call9-1-1fromyouroutsidemeetingplace.

Heara Chirp,Makea Change!
A chirpingalarm needs attention. Replacethe batteries or theentire

alarmif it is older than10 years old. If you don’t remember how old

itis,replaceit.

For fire safety tips, visit firepreventionweek.org and sparky.org
Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA. ©2022 NationalFireProtection Association®

Fire won’twait.
Plan your escape.™


